Forward- ing Classification

Layer 1&2 (framing)

Forward- ing Classification

Layer 1 &2 (framing) fast data path

Control And Exceptions

Interface_1 Interface_2

Standard CPU

Figure 9.4 The conceptual organization of a second generation network system with more powerful interfaces. An input interface forwards most packets across a fast data path to the appropriate output interface; the central CPU is used to handle exceptions and errors.